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Welcome and Introduction: President’s Message
Dear Friends and Supporters:
As NVULYPN (YPN) closes out this year of service, it is important that we take time to reflect on our community successes. Since June 1, 2015, YPN has
completed over 4,000 hours of service and raised more than $20,000 in support of the Northern Virginia Urban League(our parent chapter). These figures
are tangible markers of the success of this organization, but our impact has been greater. YPN has touched the lives of many in the community in ways that
are not easily quantifiable:
College Survival: 101 college prep workshop hosted nearly high school students and parents as presenters provided useful tips on preparing for and
thriving within higher education environments. A $250 college application scholarship was awarded to a youth participant.
Over 200 guests were touched by the powerful words of Dr. Jeremiah Wright and other community figures during our Kwanzaa event in December. Among
other things, we practiced Ujamaa by supporting local minority-owned businesses during the event. My hope is to carry forward this affair and tradition in
Alexandria for years to come.
We were wooed by the words of Paul C. Brunson during Join Week and danced ourselves delirious during Zumba.
We launched the InNOVAtion Center which provides tools and resources to current and future entrepreneurs and also provides strategies and support to
small businesses.
Great strides were made in terms of membership. Our active membership count is 97 (and counting) and we’ve launched a new website/membership
portal at https://nvulypn.org.
Take time to think about your most impactful moment. Mine was hearing the stories of the inmates at the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center when
YPN donated over 300 books to their library. As we continue to serve, let us remember to stay focused and committed to Empowering Communities and
Changing Lives in Northern Virginia and beyond.
It is my honor to present the 2015-2016 Northern Virginia Urban League Young Professionals Network Impact Report. Reflected in this document is more
than statistics, it shows a snapshot of the lives changed because of the work of the Urban League.
Thank you to all of those that made this journey possible with your time, talent, and treasure.
Yours In The Movement,

Angela C. Kasey | President
Northern Virginia Urban League Young Professionals Network
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Leadership: The 2015-2016 Executive Board
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Affiliate Support: Building a Stronger Northern Virginia Urban League Together
Adding It All Up:
$21,256 Cash Donation
3,637 Community Service Hours Contributed
• Affiliate Annual Dinner. Provided a $5,000 Scholarship a high school senior
who plans to attend Morehouse College in Fall 2016.
• Affiliate Annual Dinner. Participated in the planning, promotion, on-site
support, and fundraising.
• Reach. Maintained our affiliate’s Facebook social media page – Increasing their
followership by 57%.
• Re-building Headquarters. Aided with the cleaning and restoration of our
chapter headquarters; creating space for the InNOVAtion Center and reviving
the building’s brand as a historical landmark.
• Networking. Hosted a series of "Getting to Know Golf" lessons to teach Young
Professionals the skill of networking on the golf course from members of our
affiliate and guild members.
• Engaging. Gathered for a “Final Four and More” mixer between our Affiliate,
Guild, and Young Professionals chapters to foster networking, fundraising and
team building. YPN raised over $500 for the affiliate.

Jordan Ahmad Randle,
YPN Scholarship
Recipient 2016

Family STEAM Carnival (National Day of Service)
In conjunction with YPN, the Northern Virginia Urban League (NOVAUL) hosted its
inaugural Family STEAM Carnival at the Charles Houston Rec Center in Alexandria,
VA. YPN partnered with our affiliate, Smart Learning Solutions, NSBE DC
Professionals, and 10 other partners for this event as part of National Urban
League Young Professional’s “National Day of Service: Full STEAM Ahead”
initiative.
The STEAM Carnival was free and open to the public and catered towards children
and families. It featured stations and presenters on Aviation, Lego Design, Racing,
Robotics, Forensics, Art, and more. Though we had a goal of hosting 100 guests,
YPN was ecstatic to more than quadruple our goal and serve 414 guests! Over
5
$5,000 was raised in support of this event.

Affiliate Support: Building a Stronger Northern Virginia Urban League Together
Faith Leaders Initiative
The NOVAUL, YPN, and representatives from key faith-based organizations within
Northern Virginia gathered to formalize their partnership and commitment to
empower communities and change lives. The Coalition’s mission is to provide
critical information to all of local members, congregants, churches, and the public
on issues of education, justice, and jobs that impact the disadvantaged and
disenfranchised.
Congressman Emanuel Cleaver II, member of the United States House of
Representatives from Missouri emphasized the importance of faith-based and
historic organizations as well as the influence and the power that churches have
within the community during his remarks. “Without the church, I don’t know if
we would’ve gotten to where we are today,” stated Congressman Cleaver II. He
commended the partnership between NOVAUL and Northern Virginia’s faithbased organizations.

A-STEAM
YPN served as guest hosts for NOVAUL’s A-STEAM Open Houses. A-STEAM
(Aviation, Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) is a brand
new program making curriculum for the 21st century fun and engaging for
children, while preparing them to enter the STEAM field in college and in the
workplace.

Urban League Sundays
YPN served as guest hosts for NOVAUL’s A-STEAM Open Houses. A-STEAM
(Aviation, Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) is a brand
new program making curriculum for the 21st century fun and engaging for
children, while preparing them to enter the STEAM field in college and in the
workplace.

6

Affiliate Support: Building a Stronger Northern Virginia Urban League Together
College Survival: 101
YPN held our signature event for high school students; College Survival 101. CS101 has served the greater Northern Virginia
community—and the greater metropolitan Washington, DC area by extension—by preparing minority and at-risk high school
students for the academic, financial, and social challenges of college life.
The opportunity to impact lives and enhance the future has been the driving force behind our continued success; we even offer book
scholarships for participating seniors! This year, YPN had the MOST registrants in the history of the event with over 125 students and
65 parents registered.
A $250 College Application Scholarship was awarded to an event attendee who submitted an essay on the possibilities that a college
education could open up in her life and minority representatives from more than 10 colleges and universities – local and national –
were present to discuss higher education options with parents, mentors, and high school students.
Miss International 2015, Elise Banks, was a surprise guest for many and delivered remarks on her personal journey to success and
how youth can maintain integrity and apply tenacity to accomplish their dreams.

Freedom House Tours
Served as the lead docents for the historical Freedom
House Museum, also headquarters of Northern Virginia
Urban League. Over 20 tours were conducted this year.
Our “Freedom House Saturday” event gathered members
of the community and provided not only a tour, but an indepth history lesson of the building and the history of the
surrounding area and its' impact on present day Virginia.
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Membership Engagement
By the Numbers: 93 General Members; 4 Business Memberships (97 Total)
Highlights:
• Quarterly New Member Orientations to welcome new members to our organization and enroll them in our activities
and various committees.
• Transitioned to NEW online Membership Management Database (Wild Apricot) to enhance our tracking, engagement,
and communications capabilities.
• Rolled-out new membership levels (General, Business, Employer Scholarship) to increase member value proposition
and member engagement.
• Enhanced our new member, renewal, and welcome communication processes to expedite and personalize our
correspondence.
• Diversified our outreach methods by tabling and engaging the community outside of Urban League events.
• Continued highlighting the accomplishments of our monthly members via our “Member of the Month” and “Member
Highlights” recognition initiatives.
New Membership Portal:

Members highlighting
their businesses

New Membership Levels

Let’s stay connected! By launching our new
member portal, our members and guests are
able to learn about YPN and the members who
make our organization exceptional. YPN now has
the ability to exclusively advertise member-only
perks and specials certain audiences, while
simultaneously providing a means for both
members and guests to connect with one
another. Additionally, our new portal provides a
one-stop shop for membership renewals and
sign-ups, event registrations, product purchases,
and mass messaging. Looking to support a local
minority-owned business? Visit our YPN is also
able to spotlight our members who are business
owners.
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Membership Engagement: Join Week 2016
In January 2016, YPN didn't let the blizzard stop us from going full force into
#JoinWeek2016! From worship services at Mt. Zion Baptist, to collecting nearly
350 books during our inaugural Unlocking Literacy book drive on MLK Day, Join
Week was an empowering week not to miss! Four of our members traveled to
visit our state capital in Richmond, VA to let our voices be heard as lobbyists for
the Urban League Agenda. Check out some of our other events below. 13
members either joined or renewed their membership, comprising more than 10%
of our current active roster.

Day on the Hill 2016
Members of the Northern Virginia Urban League Young Professionals Network travelled to
Richmond, VA in conjunction with sister chapters, Hampton Roads and Greater Richmond, for
the 5th annual Day on the Hill. We were recognized on the General Assembly floor, met with
local legislators, and had the opportunity to meet with Virginia's Lt. Governor as well as the
Secretary of the Commonwealth.

Praise & Graze
YPN kicked-off our Join Week with a Praise & Graze event, which involved YPN
members and supporters worshipping together at a local church and then
enjoying an exclusive NFL Watch party at a local restaurant. Pastor Leonard N.
Smith of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Arlington, VA delivered an excellent message
titled, “What’s in My Suffering?” that was sure to EMPOWER and INSPIRE
everyone in the sanctuary. YPN was also recognized as being exemplars in
service in the Northern Virginia Community.

Seeking Asylum: A Film Screening & Discussion
Re-scheduled from Join Week, the February edition of the Professional Speakers
Series was hosted at the Alexandria Black History Museum. Attendees viewed
the documentary, “Seeking Asylum”. Following the film, an interactive panel
discussion focused on Black Lives Matter and the many ways in which art and
culture play a role in social justice movements. Almost 50 guests gathered for
this thought provoking and timely event.
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Membership Engagement: Who’s Who in NOVA?
• John Chapman- re-elected to Alexandria City Council
• Traci DeShazor- Appointed to Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth of VA for Governor Terence R. McAuliffe
• Traci DeShazor- Board Member, National Capital Area, Young Women’s Leadership Council (YWCA)
• Traci DeShazor- Director of Diversity and Inclusion, National Capital Region Virginia Tech Alumni Association
• Traci DeShazor- Communications Lead, Northern Virginia Coalition

• Ron Holloway released his second book entitled: How to Be a Great Mom http://www.ronvholloway.com/
• Da’Shaun Joseph - Appointed to the 2015-2016 National Leadership Institute Committee as Director of Leadership Recruitment and
launched her new site, www.thefashionablyfullproject.com on January 5, 2016
• Angela C. Kasey - President, AmeriKraft Beverage Company
• Angela C. Kasey - Founding Member, Northern Virginia Black Chamber of Commerce

• Angela C. Kasey - Member, Northern Virginia Urban League Board of Directors
• Nicole Lewis – Nominated for Arlington’s Top 40 Under 40 Nominee
• Janea Raines and Jabari Hawkins got engaged
• Janea Raines– became the Assistant Attorney General, Personnel and Labor Relations Section, Office of the Attorney General for the
District of Columbia

Traci DeShazor

Ron Holloway

John Chapman
DaShaun Joseph
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Membership Engagement: Who’s Who in NOVA? (continued)
• Salim Adofo– Became a Radio Producer, Arlington Independent Media
• Victoria Clark was sworn in by the DC bar board of appeals on July 10, 2015
• Marcus Coleman and Amber English got married July 18, 2015
• Desh Dixon won the title National Ms. Outstanding Elite Beauty USA. She was one of the cover models for Pageant Emporium
Digest.
• Richard Ezike – Joined the Northern Virginia Community College faculty as an Adjunct Professor of Chemistry
• Roberta Roberts- Became a Judicial Law Clerk at Arlington Immigration Court, through the Attorney General's Honors Program at
the U.S. Department of Justice

• Symone Sanders – Appointed as National Press Secretary, Bernie Sanders 2016 Presidential Campaign
• Ashleigh Taylor wed Jarvis Tillman
• Kezia Williams – Launched The Black Upstart (www.theblackupstart.com) which teaches aspiring African- American entrepreneurs
how to start successful and profitable businesses.

Amber and Marcus Coleman

Symone Sanders
Kezia Williams

Ashleigh and Jarvis Tillman
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Leadership Development: Growing with Our Members
InNOVAtion Center Launch
The first step to entrepreneurship is INNOVATION! As part of Urban League's
National Day of Service and in support of YPN's affiliate Northern Virginia Urban
League chapter, we brought to fruition, our Innovation Center; a community
space to assist entrepreneurs and small-businesses with training, development,
and networking opportunities that are integral for success. Additionally, we
hosted a “Buy Black” social media campaign to encourage members’ investment
in and awareness of local minority-owned businesses.

Momentum Education
YPN was awarded two scholarships to the Momentum Education Basic Course, valued at
$796. The Basic Course is a four-day experiential learning experience that focuses on
identifying their goals and developing tools and awareness to maximize learners’ potential.
Current Executive Board Member, Erikka Hamer, completed Momentum’s Basic Course in
April, 2016. Additionally, YPN’s President and Vice President, Angela C. Kasey and Michelle
Hamilton, completed the Level 2 Advanced program by early 2016 and are currently enrolled
in the Level 3 Leadership program.
Erikka Hamer
Director, Social Programs

Financial Literacy Training
As part of Join Week 2016 this past January, YPN hosted a workshop on
Financial Empowerment with Berknell Financial Group at Deloitte. Berknell
educated attendees on how to begin their investment path and provided
detailed guidance investment and retirement strategies.
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Leadership Development: Professional Speaker Series
In YPN, our members don’t just give their time, talent, and treasure—they also receive! We believe
that providing adult and leadership education is one of the most effective ways to empower
communities, so we impart our general body with training on practical life skills to set them up for
personal, professional, and community successes. During the 2015-2016 term, the Personal and
Professional Development committee executed 11 impactful General Body Meetings (GBMs); each
with a unique, educational context.
2015-2016 GBM Themes:
#Black Lives STILL Matter
Maximizing Full Wellness
Political Forum: Getting to Know Your Candidates
Paul Brunson UNCUT: Business, Love, and Life
Empower YOU: Using Purpose and Passion to Achieve MAXIMUM Results
Seeking Asylum: A Film Screening and Discussion
Lead Further In: 7 Ways to Take Your Professional Career to the Next Level
Election Night!
What’s Your Business Chemistry?
YPN Service Year in Review

Paul Brunson UNCUT: Business, Love, and Life
Our highly-anticipated October General Body Meeting did not disappoint! Renowned entrepreneur, author, TV personality and award-winning
match-maker Paul Brunson educated young professionals on all things related to successful business practices, love, and life. More than 60
guests were in attendance and $1,000 were raised, of which YPN donated $250 to a local peer sports league.
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Leadership Development: Conferences
2015 National Urban League Conference in Ft.
Lauderdale, FL
Nine active NVULYPN members and officers attended the
2015 National Urban League Conference. NVULYPN was
selected as the 2015 Maudine R. Cooper Eastern Region
Chapter of Excellence and also received the Affiliate Service
Award for excellence in service and fundraising for their
Affiliate.
2015 Memphis Urban League Empowerment Conference
3 YPN members – President Angela C. Kasey, Vice President Michelle Hamilton, and immediate past President Traci DeShazor- traveled
to Memphis, TN to participate in MULYP’s Annual Empowerment Conference. The team enjoyed the Empowerment Breakfast
(featuring Mayor AC Wharton) and valuable workshops on Personal Brand Management, Being a Catalyst for Change and participating in
the Hiring Lounge and snazzy Mixology event.
2015 Whitney M. Young Jr. Urban Leadership Development Conference
Lekeisha Terrell, Membership Director attended this impactful conference last October with the
intent of developing her Young Professionals Network and learning best practices within non-profit
management that she could take back to your NVULYPN chapter.
2016 Legislative Policy Conference in Washington, D.C.

Lekeisha Terrell
Director, Membership

Members of YPN joined other Young Professionals from around the country this week for the
National Urban League's annual Legislative Policy Conference. YP members spent Wednesday
on Capitol Hill in workshops and presentations that included an overview of the 2016
electoral landscape, the environmental crisis in Flint and the activism that has followed in its
wake, and ending with a workshop on engaging members in the community at the grassroots
level on methods to increase voter turnout. Wednesday night was a blast as members and
partied at the Embassy of Barbados with great music, drinks and had an overall good
time! YPN’s own President Angela C. Kasey was instrumental in planning this awesome

event.
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Community Impact: Civic Engagement and Participation
NVULYPN 11th Annual Political Forum
On October 8th, 13 local elected officials and candidates attended YPN's annual Political
Forum. This event created an opportunity for members and the community to hear directly
from their local leaders as well as those seeking office. Republicans, Democrats, and third
party candidates were represented.

Voter Registration Drive
YPN engaged 60 underserved and at-risk Northern Virginia community members
during our fall voter registration drive in Alexandria, VA. In collaboration with a
local Omega Psi Phi chapter, we spoke with residents about the importance of
their civic duty and about their rights as citizens.

Black Lives Matter Action Lab: Identifying Opportunities Within the Movement
[August 6, 2015]. In urgent response to the headlines from across the country and unrest in our
neighborhoods, YPN (along with several other community partners) evaluated the “big picture
policies” and everyday actions that are necessary to ensuring that Black Lives Matter. This hourlong "action-shop" promoted cross-collaboration and clear next steps of engagement. Attendees
were charged with collectively delving into new and proven efforts to identify the next steps.
MLK Day Book Drive: Unlocking Literacy
On the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, YPN hosted an inaugural “Unlocking Literacy” book
drive in support of the men and women incarcerated at the Fairfax County Adult Detention
Center. YPN volunteers collected paperback books that focused on minority perspectives and
those written by minority authors. Volunteers also penned handwritten notes as inspiration
to prospective readers. More than 30 volunteers showed support and 330+ books were
collected that day, along with pledges for additional ones.
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Community Impact: Civic Engagement and Participation (continued)
Winter Wonderland Event in
Alexandria, VA

Wreaths Across America

YPN members came out to place
wreaths on the graves at Arlington
Cemetery for Wreaths Across America.
In the midst of the holiday season, it was
an opportunity to reflect and appreciate
it.

Alexandria Inaugural Kwanzaa Event
The Northern Virginia Kwanzaa Collective brought
together over 200 members of the community for our
inaugural #NovaKwanzaa2015 celebration. Rev. Jeremiah
A. Wright, Jr., Pastor Emeritus of Trinity United Church of
Christ. in Chicago, IL, was the guest speaker. The event,
which was free and open to the public, served as a time
for celebration in Northern Virginia. The program also
included African dancing and drumming, face painting,
musical performances, an African Marketplace and
remarks from Alexandria City Council Member John T.
Chapman. Almost $1,000 was raised for the event.

This event is the largest toy distribution event in
the City of Alexandria. YPN assisted the
Alexandria
Redevelopment
and
Housing
Authority (ARHA) in partnership with the
Alexandria Recreations Parks and Cultural
Activities Department and Toys for Tots. The
vision was to provide an experience like none
other for kids across the city of Alexandria. The
host venue was transformed into a life-like
Santa’s Winter Wonderland and Santa’s gang of
helpers were present along with more than 200
volunteers to distribute 3,000+ toys to families in
need.

Other Events
Youth Arts Festival
Toys 4 Tots
Commonwealth Coffee
Backpack Drive
Voter Rights Restoration
Operation: Hunger
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Community Impact
First Friday Happy Hours
Who doesn’t love a Happy Hour? In the DMV, we like to take advantage of all
opportunities and we found that our long-standing First Friday Happy Hour each
month fosters an excellent opportunity to connect, engage, and empower other
young professionals to join the movement.

Debate Watch Parties

+

YPN is a non-partisan organization who, above all else, believes that
INFORMATION can lead to EMPOWERMENT! During the primary season in early
2016, YPN brought the FUN to politics by hosting two social events around both
the democratic and republican debates.

YPN Annual Holiday Party – Benefitting Toys 4 Tots
The YPN Annual Holiday Open House hosted is the holiday event of the season
and 2015 was no exception. Held at NOVAUL's headquarters at 1315 Duke Street,
with a Santa's Workshop theme and DJ 360 Degreez (also known as YPN Historian
Salim Adofo), YPN members and guests enjoyed fellowship and also collected
more than 50 toys for the local Toys for Toys charity.

Power Brunch
In May, YPN “Brunched for a Great Cause” as we partnered with some YPN
Leadership Alumni in support of the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. With the
theme, “Get, Grow, and Give” the brunch offered an opportunity for young
professionals to hear career advice from industry leaders, young professionals,
and a "seasoned" executives. Attendees gained knowledge on topics related to
launching successful businesses, securing funding, plotting a successful career
path and giving back through philanthropy. Proceeds of more than $3,000 from
the Power Brunch went to support The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
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Community Impact: Black Opal Awards Gala

Black Opal 2016: Midnight at the Museum
Were you at Black Opal this year? If not, you missed a treat! This year’s event on Saturday, April 16th featured a special VIP host, Mr. Joe
Clair, WPGC Radio Personality, Comic, and Entertainer as our emcee and he did not disappoint! In keeping with our Midnight at the
Museum theme, we transformed the historical Torpedo Factory, a working artist space, into a masterpiece in time to honor local
contributors to the STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics) field. This all-black, black-tie affair also employed a
majority of minority-owned businesses and vendors to offer VIP food and drink specials, live entertainment, dancing, a photo booth, and
an amazing awards ceremony. Thank you to ALL of our YP family members who traveled to share in this amazing experience with us.
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Communications: Conveying Our Impact
Highlights:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Increased our Affiliate social media reach on Facebook by
57% over 2014-2015.
Significantly increased our REACH on social media and other

communication platforms
Transitioned our website to a more dynamic Wild
Apricot web platform.
Utilized our new website to serve as an additional CRM
messaging tool for member and guest outreach.
Leveraged community resources to save more than
$1,000 in printing and material costs for events.
Launched “What’s Your Excellence?” campaign aimed at
garnering ticket sales for our annual Black Opal black-tie
fundraiser.
Featured on WHUT Howard University TV for our STEAM
Carnival.
Featured article in WTOP’s BisNow online publication’s
for our Affiliate’s Annual Dinner. The publication has a
20,000 member readership.
Launched our 16 for $16 Anniversary Campaign to raise
funds for general operations.
Participated in the national Red Nose Day Campaign.
Vice President Michelle Hamilton, won the Broward
County photo contest during the National Urban League
Conference in Ft. Lauderdale, FL.

Red Nose Day!

Affiliate Social Media

New Website
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VIP mentions on social

Fund Development: Leveraging Partnerships and Social Programs
Fundraising Efforts
• Gift Giving Circle fundraiser for local Scholarships:
$6,86.40 raised.
• 7th Annual Black Opal Awards Gala: Total Profit
approx. $3,500.
• 7th Annual Black Opal Awards Gala: Total value of
donations approx. $10,292
• Member Business Spotlight Effort for Weekly
Digest promotion among membership
• 16 for $16 Executive Board fundraiser (individual)
• NVULYPN T-shirt sales
• Amazon Prime
• Why I Give Campaign

Black Opal 2016: Sponsors and Contributors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Artist: Jai
B-Right Productions
Baldi Management
Concessions International
Dr. David Pulley, The Soul Mate Specialist
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
Joe Clair
Leadership Matters
Lyft
Marketplace Development
Morgan Group Ventures
Padmoore Hospitality Group
Paradies Shops/BZB International
Salim Adofo
Tito’s Handmake Vodka
Total Funds Generated: $13,429

College Survival: 101 Sponsors and Contributors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

American Institute for Research $1800
Michelle Hamilton: In-kind donations valued at $825
The Ophelia Foundation $300
Delta Sigma Theta Sorrority, Inc. Northern Virginia Chapter
$300
Deloitte $200
Cosi In-kind donation valued at $150
George Mason University: Black Alumni Chapter (sponsored
event space)
Total: $3,575
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Sister Support

Thank You to Our Community Partners and
Sponsors
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This report was sponsored by:
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